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Assessment 

On Saturday morning, I headed over to Affinity Neurocare to meet with Dr. Dike for the 

fourth time in the same week. With the deadline for original work approaching, there was no 

time to spare, and Dr. Dike wanted to help me as much as he could. Upon entering into his 

office, I noticed that despite the clinic being officially closed, some of physician assistants and 

office staff were still working, making it clear that there was a lot of behind-the-scene work that 

went into keeping a practice open. This made me realize how well-rounded and productive I 

have to be if I plan on opening up my own practice in the future. 
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As we started off the mentor visit, Dr. Dike reviewed the case study that I had written for 

Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS), and he shared this thoughts with me. Since one of my biggest 

concerns about my case study was that it was not formatted correctly, I was relieved to find out 

that Dr. Dike found my report concise and well-written. Thus, I now had approval that my 

original work was headed in the right direction, and I could now turn the outline of my case 

study over Bickerstaff’s Brainstem Encephalitis (BBE) into a final draft.  

Although my case study over GBS was officially complete, I was still confused about 

some of the immunological treatments that can be used to treat patients, so Dr. Dike helped 

clarify them by providing different articles that I could read. He also explained how 

plasmapheresis generally has the same success rate as intravenous IVIg  therapy, so usually the 

treatment is determined by patient choice. I was still curious about whether the treatments differ 

cost-wise, so Dr. Dike decided to look it up to find more precise results, and we stumbled upon 

an article from the National Institute of Health over the differences between plasma exchange 

and intravenous IVIg therapy. In the study, the authors found that plasmapheresis cost about 

$30,000 extra because it required a longer hospital stay.  

Researching this information was quite interesting because it reminded me of my 

interview with Mr. Koch at the ISM Business Symposium. When I had told Mr. Koch that I was 

studying neurology in ISM, we had a very insightful conversation about how insurance, 

pharmaceutical companies, and legislation heavily impact the type and quality of treatment that 

Americans receive. Thus, I would like to learn more about affordable healthcare in the United 

States and whether or not placing price ceilings on the cost of certain drugs and treatments is a 

feasible idea for the economy.  
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As my mentor visit drew to a close, Dr. Dike asked if I would be willing to work for 

Affinity Neurocare in the summer and even work on some neuropsychology research projects 

that he is thinking about starting. I happily accepted, and this offer made me quite excited for the 

future because I have always been interested in conducting research. Overall, this mentor visit 

was successful because I was able to receive approval on my GBS case study and I even got to 

explore different sides of the medical field that I had not given much thought to before. 


